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be no question of arming the new force with any but the weapons
which the Peace Treaty had allowed Germany to retain, and the
proposal that Germany should be permitted to provide herself with
samples or 'prototypes5 of heavier weapons—which could then be
multiplied without difficulty—was rejected by Prench opinion as
highly dangerous.1 British and American opinion also hardened
against this degree of German rearmament, but the Italians, who
were attempting to act as mediators, took the view that Germany
had an undeniable moral right to possess any armaments which the
other Powers decided to keep for themselves. There was some diffi-
culty in regard to the exact interpretation which was to be put upon
the German demand for "samples3, and the German Foreign Minister
was asked to define what was meant by that term. On the 29th
September the negotiations at Geneva were suspended and Freiherr
von Neurath and Dr. Gobbels left for Berlin to report to the Govern-
ment. Sir John Simon, Mr. Eden, and Signor Suvich all left Geneva
on the following day. The next important development was the
reply of the German Government to the request for a definition of
'samples', which, in effect, took the form of counter-proposals. On
the 6th October the German Ambassadors in London and in Borne
presented notes verbales, the contents of which were also communi-
cated to Mr. Davis at Geneva on the following day. No communica-
tion was made by the German Government to the French Government.
According to the unofficial version of the German proposals which
was subsequently published in the Press, the German Government
reiterated their willingness to accept the British draft convention as
a basis, and their opinion that the period of five years laid down in
the draft was reasonable; but it was declared to be Impossible for
the German Government to accept the proposal relative to a trial
period. The German Government' had 'no objection to the proposed
disarmament being effected by stages, for practical reasons relative
to the disposal of material. It would be possible to fix the period of
the first stage for two years after signature, and that of the second
stage for three years after the expiry of the first. The German
Government3 would 'be forced to claim that the principle of equality
of rights be applied as soon as the first stage shaU be put into force'.2
The German Government were prepared, as a proof of their desire
for conciliation, 'to undertake to change the Reichswehr into an
1	The G-erman demand for prototypes was said to have been definitely
rejected by Monsieur Panl-Boncour, who had an interview with Freiherr von
Neurath on the 28th September.
2	The version here quoted is that which was read by Viscount Cecil of
Chelwood in the House of Lords at Westminster on the 8th November, 1933.

